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ESS AY.

ON

EDUCATION AND MANNERS. .

IN the morning of life, when youth
are firft engaged in worldly purfuits and,
expeftations, in the warmth of their hearts:
they.find every thing around them in the,
right place.

All they fee is beautiful; all they hear
is delightful ; the fociety they mix wich is
the moft agreeable, the cquntry they were
barn 1n- is the firft in the warld,; ite go-
vernment and manners the. moft perfect.
—As they advance in-: their progrefs, ex-
perience draws back the veil that blinded
them, and fhews them the defe&s of all
thofe things they once admired. When

they have reached the top of the hill, they
ftand ftili and refle& upon them; they

compare
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compare things paft with the prefent, angd
look forward to the future with doubt
and f{ufpicion; but in this ftate they
are mott likely to judge truly and impar-
tially,

As they defcend the hill, they grow
more diffatisfied and querulous ; they
grow partial to the time of their youth,
when their paffions were moft awakened,
and their enjoyments the moft lively. and
engaging,

Thus ‘the young and the old throw
contempt upon each other, and each-of
them have enough to fay in juftification
of their own opinions. The affeted wif«
dom and’ garrulity of age, is a conftant
fubje& of ridicule to youth; and ferves
them as a touchftone to fharpen their wis
upons
% My grand-mother told me, what her grand-mothet~

told her,
¢ The times grow worfer child, as they grow older.”

C ¢ Oh,
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¢ Oh, God-a-mercy times!—If this were true,

¢ What would another century dwindle to *—

¢ I dare maintain this time as good as any,

¢¢ In fpite of whiners, grumblers, or my-granny."

Epilogue to a Dramatic Caricature, called, Tafle and Fecling.

This is the conftant language of igno-
rance, pertriefs, and folly ; but to the many
it may. feem like wit, poetry, and even
truth. This falfe idea is the fource of a

thoufand errors and vices. If things

dand fill, and grow neither better nor
worfe, why fhould we give ourfelves any
concern about times or manners ?

A fecond inference is, that if all things
are right, they can have nothing to re-
form; weare then as good as we need to
be, and it is only peevith, melancholy, and
querulous people who find fault; becaufe
it gives vent to their {pleen and ill-nature.
Neither times nor people want any amend-
ment, and we refolve neither to amend
the times, nor ourfelves.

But
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But let us liften to the man of reafon
and refleGion, who ftands at the top of
the hill, and attend to his obfervations

and inferences :

¢« Let me notlive,”” (fays he,).
¢¢ After my flame lacks oil, to be the fnuff .
¢ Of younger {pirits, whofe apprehenfive fenfe
¢ All but new thihgs difdain :—whofe judgments

are :
¢ Mere fathers of their garments,—whofe con«

ftancies
¢¢ Expire before their fafhions.”
SHAKESPRARE,

Let us examine into the truth of thefd
opinions refpectively. Hiftory and ex-
perience inform us that all fublumary
things are in an eternal rotation: ftates
and kingdoms, arts and f{ciences, lana
guages and manners, all are fubje& to
perpetual viciffitudes. Who dares affirm
that any thing ftands ftill, when the world
itfelf, and all that it contains, are in con~
tinual motion ¥

When a nation is in a ftate of civiliza-

Cz2 tion,
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tion, there is a gradation by which it af-
cends to the higheft degree of cultivation ;
when the language -and manners, arts and
fciecnces, are in the greateft perfe@ion—
refinement upon thefe fucceeds ; refine-
ment becomes faftidious, wanton, effemi-
nate. Falfe tafte and affe@ation fucceed
telaxation in manners and difcipline ; all
thefe defcend and decline, till in-procefs
of time, they return to ignorance and
barbarifm.

It is. worthy of obfervation, that the
manners and the language of a people have
generally kept in the fame fiate of firength
and weaknefs. When the arts and fciehcc;
have attained their higheft fummit ; when
the manners were polithed and yet vir-
tuous; the language alfo has been in the
bigheft perfeCtion. As the manners be«
came corrupt and effeminate, the Ilan-
grage alfo degenerated, and both funk
together.

Education
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Education is the fource from whence
manners proceed; when this is fimple
and virtuous, the effeéts are feen plainly 3
when the fountain is poifoned, the fireaims
are polluted, and all who drank of them
are diftempered and infeéted.

Nothing is of equal confequence to the
Bealth of a ftate; as the education of
Youth., When the manners are chafls
and virtuous, we cannot doubt that edu.
cation was {o; when there is a general
relaxation of manners and difcipline, there
muft be great defe@s. in the methods of
education.

Philofophers fet themfelves to work to
inveftigate the caufes of-this declenfiony
they frame new fyftems of education.—
They are like old Thales, the Milefian,
who, while he was gazing at the ftars,
over-looked the pit that was under his
fecet ; he ftumbled and fell into it.

C 3 In
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In order to underftand clearly the eb-
je&t of our refearch, we muft throw afide
all abftra¢t reafoning, and mct.aphyﬁcal
{ubtleties ; we muft fimplify every thing,
and bring back our ideas to nature, truth,
and right reafon.

Let us then enquire into- one .great
“point, upon which all our reafoning mufk
depend.—Ought children to be governed
by difcipline, or left to educate them-
felves >—Are .they to be reftrained very
ftrongly,—very gently,—or not at al} ?—
Tam not going to fet up for a fyftem-
maker, I fhall only remark upon -the
fyftems of others, according to my
own judgment. — In the firft place I
fhall enquire what were the opinions of
the ancients, upon the fubje& of edu-
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greateft weight with us who profefs to
believe them.

Solomon was highly celebrated for his
wifdom ; he advifes that children fhould
be reftrained very ftrongly, as appears
by the following extratts from the Pro-
verbs, afcribed to him :

¢ Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, and the
rod of correétion muft drive it out.

#¢ He that fpareth the rod hateth his fon ; but he that
loveth him chafteneth him betimes.

¢¢ Chaften thy fon while there is hope, and let not thy
foul fpare for his crying.

¥ Corfect thy fon and he fhall give thee reft ; yea, he
thall give delight unto thy foul.

¥ ‘The rod and reproof give wifdom: but a child left
to himfelf bringeth his parents to thame.’’

There are many other Proverbs to the

fame effe®, but thefe may fuffice for the
prefent purpofe.

R

B st e e e e e ———

The fon of Sirach, in his admirable
work, which is juftly called Wifdom ; has
this remarkable paflage :

cation,

I will begin this enquiry with the Sa-

cred Writings, as they ought to have the | _
greateft z C4 “ Haft §

e

L




82 PLANS OF

¢ Haft thou children t—Inftruét them, and bow down
their necks from their youth.

¢ Haft thou daughters }—Have a care of their bodies,

and fhew not thyfelf chearful towards them.

I will prefume to paraphrafe thefe fen-
tences, as they may-at the firft view appeart
too harfh and fevere.

Haft thou fons }—Subjeét them to §rict difcipljne, and
keep them in due {ubjeétion to their parents and
preceptors.

Haft thou daughters }=—Watch over their behavionr
~ with unremitting care and ftriét attention; and
do not accuftom thyfelf to be too familiar with
them, left they lofe the refpect that they owe thee

as their parent.

Thus much is fufficient to thew the
opinions of the Jews on this head..

I -cannot forbear citing 2 paffage of St.
‘Paul, which ftrongly corroborates thofe
above recited.

 If we are chaftifed, God dealeth with us as fonss;
for what fon is he whom his father chafteneth not-

He {uppofes that no parent can love his
child, unlefs he corre@® him; and alfo

that this was a generally received truth.
The
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The ancient Perfianseducated their youth
with great ftriCtnefs, and even feverity;
the young nobility were inured to all kinds
of hardfhips and fatigues ; huoting and
military exercifes were their conftant
ufe. |

They were taught to defpife danger and
death for the love of their country, anhd ta

avoid: all thofe pleafures that emafculate

the mind, and enervate the body. They
were taught to obey their teachers. impliv
citly, in order to qualify them to com-
mand.

'The Greeks made the education of theift
youth a principal part of their. po]itjl::
all the different ftates kept theif youth in
firict fubjeCion; but the feverity of the
Spartan difcipline is well knowa to have
exceeded all others.

The ancient Romans had an abfolute
power over the lives of their children ;.

Cs they
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they kept them at the greateft diftance,
and by flow degrees admitted them to fa-
miliarity with themfelves, )

A celebrated Greek writer obferves,
that there were more undutiful children
among his countrymen, than among the
Romans ; becaufe with the former, the
power over their ‘children expired when
they came of age; and with the
latter, it remained in full force after-
wards.

It is worthy of our particular obfer-
vation ; that when the Romans declined,
from the virtues and fimplicity of their
anceftors, they likewife relaxed in the
feverity of their education; by degrees
they grew negligent of this important
duty, the formations of the minds and
manners of their youth,

When they were at the meridian of
their power, riches, and luxury ; they be-

came
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came {olicitous to edueate-them to polite
literature and manners ; but in regard to
great and manly virtues they grew care-
lefs and indifferent.

While the Roman youth were learning
the language and eloquence of the Gre-
cian fophifts, Cato the Cenfor earneftly
declaimed againft: them; he advifed the
Senate to fend them back to their own
coun'try: i “ Left our youth,” faid he,
¢ fhould learn to prefer the glory of
fpeaking to that of adting well.”

Cato foretold the confequences:that ac-
tually followed the ftudy of cloquence,
which "afterwards became the firft ambi-
tion of the young nobility.

The Roman Hiftory informs us what

kind of citizens thefe men were who were:

thus educated ; they degenerated by de-
grees, and left a ftanding leffon to after-

times, of the confequences of preferring

C6 l'earning
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learning to virtue, and politenefs to mo-
rality, -

From this brief review of ancient edu-
cation and manners, it appears, what
were the opinions of the ancients. That
all wife and well regulated: ftates, under-
ftood that nature had need to be inftru@ed

by cultivation, and re&ified by difci~

pline; and that they agreed in bringing
them up in firi@ fubje@ion to. their pas
rents and teachers. .

We may obferve likewife, that a re-
laxation in education and difcipline leads
to a general corruption of manners,

i

Here ends my firft Effay upon this fub-
je& ; it is an introduction to what follows;
if it fhould be tedious to your ladythip,
I can abridge the reft, but I with you to
tead the fubftance of them before you
come to my Plans, for they are founded

upon
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upon my reafonings and comparing that
of others, and drawing inferences from

the whole,
I am, Madam,
Your obliged and obedient fervant,

FrANcES DARNFORD,

LETTER
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